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which for some time he had looked on as his own. The old man
and little Mignon received the returning wanderer kindly; and all
the three combined to serve their friend and guardian with atten-
tion, and procure him all the pleasure in their power.

CHAPTER X.

PHILINA now succeeded in insinuating farther every day into
the favour of the ladies. Whenever they were by themselves, she
was wont to lead the conversation on the men whom they saw
about the Castle; and our friend was not the last or least important
that engaged them. The cunning girl was well aware that he had
made a deep impression on the Countess; she therefore talked
about him often, telling much that she knew or did not know;
only taking care to speak of nothing that might be interpreted
against "him ; eulogising, on the contrary, his nobleness of mind,
his generosity, and more than all, his modest and respectful con-
duct to the fair sex. To all inquiries made about him she replied
with equal prudence; and the Baroness, when she observed the
growing inclination of her amiable friend, was likewise very glad
at the discovery. Her own intrigues with several men, especially
of late with Jarno, had not remained hidden from the Countess,
whose pure soul could not look upon such levities without dis-
approbation, and meek though earnest censures.

In this way, both Philina and the Baroness were personally
interested in establishing a closer intercourse between the Coun-
tess and our friend. Philina hoped, moreover, that there would
occur some opportunity, when she might once more labour for
herself, and, if possible, get back the favour of the young man
she had lost.

One day his Lordship with his guests had ridden out to hunt,
and their return was not expected till the morrow. On this, the
Baroness devised a frolic, which was altogether in her way: for
she loved disguises; and in order to surprise her friends, woulcr
suddenly appear among them as a peasant girl at one time, /
another as a page, at another as a hunter's boy. By which
she almost gave herself the air of a little fairy, that is
everywhere, and exactly in the place where it is least exy
Nothing could exceed this lady's joy, if, without being rec^

she could contrive to wait upon the company for some/
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